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D
uring the past several decades, a
great deal of biominerals occurring
in organisms have been confirmed

to have three-dimensional ordered and
hierarchical superstructures organized by
nanosized building blocks with the control
of biopolymers under ambient conditions.1

Inspired by the formation process of bio-
minerals, which is considered to take place
through a bottom-up pathway, morpholog-
ical control and nanostructural mediation
of several inorganic materials in aqueous
systems have been realized by bio-inspired
mineralization strategies.2,3 A large variety
of novel and subtle morphologies and as-
semblies have been demonstrated, such as
monodisperse spheres,4 helices,5,6 meso-
crystals,7,8 fibers,9,10 complicated single
crystals,11�13 layered andmultilayered struc-
tures,14,15 and hierarchical architectures.16,17

However, these studies are mainly focused

on alkaline earth metal-based carbonates.18

Thus, expanding the bio-inspired mineraliza-

tion approach to the design and preparation

of nonbiological minerals is of great interest

from the viewpoint of not only synthetic

methodology but also practical applications.
Recently, some pioneering research on

the synthesis of a few functional materials
or their precursors employing a bio-inspired
mineralization method has been reported.
High crystalline R-Co(OH)2 nanosheets and
their oriented thin films can be selectively
produced through the cooperation of spin-
coated organic matrices and poly(acrylic
acid) (PAA).19 Calcite-type MnCO3 crystals
with ordered architecture were first pro-
duced in an organic gel matrix, which can
be transformed into porous frameworks
with connected LiMn2O4 nanoparticles, an
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ABSTRACT Hierarchical FeOOH nanostructure array films constructed by different nanosized

building blocks can be synthesized at the air�water interface via a bio-inspired gas�liquid

diffusion method. In this approach, poly(acrylic acid) (PAA) as a crystal growth modifier plays a

crucial role in mediating the morphology and polymorph of FeOOH crystals. With the increase of

PAA concentration, the shape of the building blocks assembling into FeOOH films can be tailored

from nanosheets, to rice spikes, then to branched fibers, and finally to nanowires. What is more, a

low concentration of PAA will induce the formation of R-FeOOH, while a high one could stabilize

FeOOH in the form of the γ-FeOOH phase. After being modified with a thin layer of

polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS), the as-prepared FeOOH films exhibited strong hydrophobicity

with water contact angles (CA) from 134� to 148� or even superhydrophobicity with a CA of 164� in the sample constructed by nanosheets. When the
FeOOH nanostructures were dispersed in water by ultrasound, they displayed quite promising adsorption performance of heavy metal ions for water

treatment, where the highest adsorption capacity can reach 77.2 mg 3 g
�1 in the sample constructed by nanowires. This bio-inspired approach may open up

the possibilities for the fabrication of other functional nanostructure thin films with unique properties.

KEYWORDS: FeOOH . bio-inspired mineralization . hierarchical . array film . superhydrophobicity . water treatment

A
RTIC

LE



LIU ET AL. VOL. 7 ’ NO. 2 ’ 1368–1378 ’ 2013

www.acsnano.org

1369

alternative cathode material for lithium-ion batteries,
through a two-step calcination process via an inter-
mediate of Mn2O3.

20 If the precursor solution con-
tained both Co2þ and Mn2þ with a certain stoichio-
metric ratio, the final cobalt-doped LiMn2O4 system
demonstrated improved cycle performance.21 Highly
porous NiCo2O4 sea urchin-like structures could also
be obtained form the precursor of Ni�Co carbonate
hydroxide, and these spinel structures displayed ex-
cellent supercapacitor performance and portend their
applications in energy storage.22

Iron oxide-hydroxide (FeOOH), which occurs natu-
rally as both geological23 and biological24 minerals,
has three commonly found polymorphs: goethite
(R-FeOOH), akaganeite (β-FeOOH), and lepidocrocite
(γ-FeOOH).25 FeOOH minerals are often used as pre-
cursors to produce Fe2O3 crystals with preserved
shapes and nanostructures.26,27 A promising applica-
tion of this abundant and nontoxic mineral, which has
a high affinity and large capacity for heavy metals,33

for removal of heavy metal ions from a water system
has been extensively studied in recent years.28�32

However, these studies mainly concentrated on the
following three aspects:30 (i) modeling of the adsorp-
tion behavior demonstrated in experimental adsorp-
tion edges and isotherms;33�35 (ii) direct spectroscopic
investigation of the metal-mineral association;36�38

(iii) influences on the removal capacity displayed by
organic molecules39,40 and inorganic ions.41 There are
few reports on exploring the effects of FeOOH mor-
phology and polymorph on their water treatment
performance.42,43 What is more, although control over
the sizes, shapes, and phases of FeOOH and other iron
oxides-based nanocrystals has been widely explored
and realized,44�48 the presences of templates, surfac-
tants, and toxic organic compounds involved in their
synthesis process draw back their practical applica-
tions to some certain extent. Therefore, there is an
urgent need to develop amild, facile, and environmen-
tally benign approach to prepare FeOOH minerals
with specific morphologies, polymorphs, and micro/
nanostructures that will endow them with larger scale
applications in water treatment and other uses.
Herein, we demonstrate that FeOOH array films

composed of various nanosized building blocks with
different shapes can be produced at the air�water
interface via a bio-inspired gas�liquid diffusion route.
PAA as a crystal growth modifier plays an important
role in mediating the morphology and polymorph of
FeOOH minerals. As a whole, the array films exhibit
different wettability from hydrophobicity (samples
comprising nanowires, branched fibers, and rice
spikes) to superhydrophobicity (sample comprising
nanosheets). After ultrasonic dispersion in water, the
samples are used for water treatment and the results
demonstrate excellent performance for toxic heavy
metal removal from aqueous solutions.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The polymorphs of the as-prepared product formed
at the air�water interface were examined by XRD
analysis (Figure 1). The sharp diffraction peaks in the
XRD patterns implied that the samples had good
crystallinity. The XRD patterns showed that all samples
obtained with and without the presence of PAA in bulk
solution were orthorhombic lepidocrocite (γ-FeOOH)
with cell constants a = 3.87 Å, b = 12.4 Å, and c = 3.06 Å
(JCPDS card 76-2301). Besides, it can be concluded
from the XRD patterns that the use of PAA induced
the increase of the relative intensity of γ-FeOOH {020}
faces (Figure 1b), which would be attributed to the
more exposure of these faces.
It cannot be determined only by XRD patterns

whether there existed goethite (R-FeOOH) in the final
product, because the diffraction peaks of goethite may
possibly be covered by those of lepidocrocite. A trace
of goethite can be clearly detected by FT-IR spectra
(see Supporting Information, Figure S1). The absorp-
tion peaks at about 3410, 3130, and 2850 cm�1 belong
to the stretching vibration of O�H.49 The characteristic
Fe�O�H bending vibrationmodes of γ-FeOOH can be
clearly seen in the two spectra at about 1160 (in-plane),
1020 (in-plane), and 745 cm�1 (out-of-plane),50 con-
firming the formation of γ-FeOOH in both cases. A
trace of goethite was detected as revealed by the
bands at 886 and 797 cm�1 which were assigned to
in-plane and out-of-plane Fe�O�Hbending vibrations
of R-FeOOH, respectively.23

The typical scanning electron microscopy (SEM) and
transmission electron microscopy (TEM) images of
γ-FeOOH film structures produced without the control
of PAA were shown in Figure 2a�c. It can be seen from
the low-magnification SEM image (Figure 2a) that the
film consisted of a large amount of highly ordered
nanosheets (nearly) perpendicular to the air�water
interface (film plane). While both sides (face-to-air
and face-to-bulk solution) of the as-synthesized film
displayed abundant sheet building blocks (inset in
Figure 2a), the middle part was composed of a great
deal of nanoparticles which stacked tightly to each

Figure 1. XRD patterns of FeOOH samples formed at air�
water interface without (a) and with (b) the presence of PAA
in bulk solution. Incubation time is 3 days. [FeSO4 3 7H2O] =
20 mM, [PAA] = 0.6 g 3 L

�1.
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other as shown in the inset of Figure 2a. Figure 2b pre-
sented a high-magnification SEM image of γ-FeOOH
nanosheets. The sheets with a thickness range of
30�70 nm had quite smooth surfaces. Similar struc-
tures have been reported for other systems such as
NiO,51 WO3,

52 Cu2‑xSe,
53 and layered double hydroxide

(LDH).54,55 However, these array filmswere synthesized
on solid substrates instead of air�water interface.
More detailed information about a single nanosheet
can be further provided by TEM, high resolution TEM
(HRTEM) and selected area electron diffraction (SAED)

analyses. The clear SAED pattern (Figure 2e) can
be indexed as γ-FeOOH, and the value of the lattice
spacing of 3.00 Å measured from HRTEM image
(Figure 2d) was consistent with that of (011) inter-
plane spacing of γ-FeOOH. Furthermore, the HRTEM
image and SAED pattern opened out the good crystal-
linity and monocrystalline nature of a single γ-FeOOH
nanosheet.
SEM images in Figure 3 show that the building

blocks of γ-FeOOH films obtained under the control
of PAA (0.6 g 3 L

�1) displayed a nanowire morphology,

Figure 2. SEM (a, b) and TEM (c) images of γ-FeOOH nanosheets formed at the air�water interface. Corresponding HRTEM
(d) and SAEDpattern (e) of the partmarkedwithwhite circle in panel c. Inset in panel a is cross-section view. Incubation time is
3 days. [FeSO4 3 7H2O] = 20 mM, [PAA] = 0.

Figure 3. SEM images of γ-FeOOH nanowire array film formed at the air�water interface. (a, b) top view; (c, d) cross-section
view; (b, d) enlarged images of the part marked with white squares in panel a and c, respectively. Incubation time is 3 days.
[FeSO4 3 7H2O] = 20 mM, [PAA] = 0.6 g 3 L

�1.
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which was nearly perpendicular to the film plane. The
tips of those adjacent nanowires congregate together
with each other into clusters (Figure 3a,b), which
may be caused by evaporation of water.56 The shape
of lepidocrocite building blocks (usually short ones)
located near the bottom was closer to that of a lath
other than a wire (inset in Figure 3b) which can be
further confirmed by TEM image as shown in Figure 4a.
From the cross-section SEM image (Figure 3c), it can
be calculated that the wires have a typical length of
about 15 μm, which can also be considered as the
thickness of the nanowire array film in the present
case. Clearly shown in enlarged SEM images (Figure 3d
and Supporting Information, Figure S2), individual
γ-FeOOH nanowires were further constructed or as-
sembled from vast thinner fibrous nanosized building
blocks. Also, similar nanowire array structures depos-
ited on solid substrates have been found in several
other inorganic systems as recently reviewed by Zhang
and Yang.57

The detailed structures of a single nanolath or nano-
wire were further analyzed by TEM, HRTEM, and SAED
as shown in Figure 4. Both of the two nanostructures
had good crystallinity as confirmed by their HRTEM
images (Figure 4b,d) and SAED patterns (insets in
Figure 4a,c). Those relatively short γ-FeOOH laths with

a typical width of 430 nm overlapped with each other
as shown in Figure 4a. Interplanar spacings of 3.886 Å
and 2.995 Å measured in the HRTEM image of a single
lath (Figure 4b) corresponded to the (100) and (011)
crystalline planes of γ-FeOOH. The growth habit of
γ-FeOOH laths obtained under the control of PAA
was similar with that of those nanosheets formed in
the absence of PAA (Figure 2). The only difference
between the two structures was that the laths were
elongated along the [011] direction. Single γ-FeOOH
nanowire building blocks were also collected and
examined by TEM, HRTEM, and SAED (Figure 4c,d).
A singlewire had an average diameter of about 120 nm
and grew along the [001] direction of γ-FeOOH. The
lattice spacings of 6.443 Å and 2.491 Å were consistent
with (020) and (031) crystalline planes of γ-FeOOH,
respectively, and the SAED taken from the white circle
of the nanowire shown in the inset of Figure 4c was
recorded from the [100] zone axis. The SAED pattern
validated the monocrystalline nature of the observed
γ-FeOOH nanowires as well.
According to the discussions described above, the

morphology and microstructure of the as-synthesized
FeOOH product were changed dramatically by adding
PAA into FeSO4 bulk solution. Thus, a series of experi-
ments with different PAA contents in solution were

Figure 4. TEM and HRTEM images and corresponding SAED patterns of γ-FeOOH laths (a�c) and wires (d�f) formed at
air�water interface under the control of PAA. Incubation time is 3 days. [FeSO4 3 7H2O] = 20 mM, [PAA] = 0.6 g 3 L

�1.
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carried out to investigate the influence of PAA imposed
on the changes of polymorphs and morphologies
of final FeOOH crystals. The XRD patterns of the as-
prepared samples obtained with different PAA con-
centrations were displayed in Figure 5. It can be
observed that almost pure goethite was prepared
under low PAA concentration (0.05 g 3 L

�1) as shown
in Figure 5a. However, increasing the amount of PAA
resulted in mixtures of goethite and lepidocrocite as
indicated from the diffraction peaks which can be
indexed accordingly (Figure 5b,c). Lepidocrocite be-
came dominant in the sample (which just contained
a trace of goethite) when the concentration of PAA
increased to 0.5 g 3 L

�1 (Figure 5d). As the PAA concen-
tration increased up to 0.6 g 3 L

�1, lepidocrocite became
theonly phase in thefinalproduct (Figure 1b). Thephase
change of FeOOH arrays from almost pure goethite to a
mixture of goethite and lepidocrocite, andfinally to pure
lepidocrocite, can be nicely captured by the choice of a
suitable PAA content in FeSO4 solution.
While the phases of the as-prepared FeOOH sam-

ples tightly depended on the concentration of PAA
(Figure 5), the morphologies and configurations of

these products can also be dramatically affected by
PAA content as shown in Figure 6. Interestingly, it can
be found that even a small amount of PAA (0.05 g 3 L

�1)
in FeSO4 solution will lead to remarkable differences
in the morphologies of the nanosized building blocks
changing from nanosheets (without PAA, Figure 2) to
rice spikes (Figure 6a,e). These rice spikes stand per-
pendicular to the film plane and close to each other
given the formation of FeOOH forest with high density
(Figure 6a). From the enlarged SEM image (Figure 6e),
several fibrous backbones grew from one site with a
great deal of nanoflakes located on each backbone
(Figure 6e and Supporting Information, Figure S3).
Increasing PAA concentration resulted in chaotic accu-
mulations of branched fibers as shown in Figure 6b,c.
Compared with rice spikes in Figure 6e, the backbones
of branched fibers were separated with each other
(Figure 6f,g) instead of aggregated together. What is
more, with the increase of PAA concentration in solu-
tion, the size and the number of branches grown from
fibrous backbones increased and decreased, respec-
tively (Figure 6e�g). At higher PAA concentration
(0.5 g 3 L

�1), the branches disappeared and only some
nanoparticles adhered to the surface of FeOOH wires
(Figure 6d, h). Interestingly, it can be observed from a
larger scale view that nanoparticle-decorated wires tilt
almost along the same direction and made each wire
located nearly parallel with one anther (see Supporting
Information, Figure S4), which could be caused by
directional water flow involved in their collection
process. Besides, some hemeatite (R-Fe2O3) nanopar-
ticles with irregular shape could deposit in FeSO4 bulk
solution and their morphology has no significant
change by altering PAA concentration. While the nano-
particles obtained with low PAA concentration exhibit
nearly spherical shape, those collected with high PAA
concentrationare closer topolyhedrons (see Supporting
Information, Figure S5).
As described above, both the quantity of R-FeOOH

in XRD patterns (Figure 5) and the number of branches

Figure 5. XRD patterns of FeOOH samples formed at the
air�water interface with different PAA concentrations in
bulk solution. (a) 0.05; (b) 0.1; (c) 0.2; (d) 0.5 g 3 L

�1. Incuba-
tion time is 3 days. [FeSO4 3 7H2O] = 20 mM. (þ) phase of
γ-FeOOH (JCPDS Card No. 76-2301); (/) phase of R-FeOOH
(JCPDS Card No. 81-0462).

Figure 6. SEM images of FeOOH samples formed at the air�water interface with different PAA concentrations in bulk
solution. (a,e) 0.05; (b, f) 0.1; (c,g) 0.2; (d,h) 0.5 g 3 L

�1. Incubation time is 3 days. [FeSO4 3 7H2O] = 20 mM.
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on fibrous backbones (Figure 6e�h) decreased with
the increase of PAA concentration. However, γ-FeOOH
was boosted and thewire structures becamemore and
more obvious at the same time. So it can be deduced
that the backbones and the branches should corre-
spond to the γ-FeOOH and R-FeOOH phases, respec-
tively. To verify this hypothesis, TEM, HRTEM, and SAED
analyses were further carried out (Figure 7).
From the detailed characterization of the rice spike

sample obtained with low PAA content, it can be
observed that even the backbones existed in the form
of the R-FeOOH phase growing along the [001] direc-
tion (Figure 7a�c), which is in accordancewith goethite
crystal growth habit.58 This is in good agreement with
its XRD pattern (Figure 5a) where the characteristic
diffraction peaks of γ-FeOOH are very weak. At inter-
mediate PAA concentration, isolated branched fibers
were producedwith branches in goethite formwhich is
confirmed by corresponding HRTEM and SAED results
(Figure 7d�f and Supporting Information, Figure S6).

However, there were too many branches around iso-
lated backbone fibers to identify the phase of centered
backbones at [PAA] = 0.1 g 3 L

�1 (Figure 7d). As the PAA
concentration was increased to 0.2 g 3 L

�1, the number
of branches decreased obviously and part of the back-
bone fiber was exposed which could be examined. The
HRTEM image and SAED spectrum shown in Figure 7
panels h and i verified their lepidocrocite nature.
Clearly, all the results discussed can strongly support
or consolidate our hypothesis proposed above.
The growth process of FeOOH array films at the

air�water interface was followed by time-dependent
experiments. The samples obtained without PAA and
with relatively high PAA concentration (0.6 g 3 L

�1)
were chosen as examples to study their formation
mechanism. The transformation process of FeOOH
structures can be clearly observed (Figure 8). At the
early reaction stage (8 h), a layer of FeOOH nanopar-
ticles can be observed for both samples (Figure 8a,d).
When the incubation time is increased to 24 h, the

Figure 7. TEM images, corresponding HR-TEM images and SAED patterns of FeOOH samples formed at the air�water
interfacewith different PAA concentrations. (a�c): 0.05; (d�f): 0.1; (g�i): 0.2 g 3 L

�1. Incubation time is 3 days. [FeSO4 3 7H2O] =
20 mM.
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nanoparticle layers acted as growth substrates for
isolated nanosheets without PAA (Figure 8b) and
flower-like structures composed of nanowires with
the control of PAA (Figure 8e). The surface of the
nanoparticle layer was partly exposed in both cases.
As the reaction proceeded, both the number and
density of nanosheets increased and the surface of
the nanoparticle layer could not be observed
(Figure 8c, 48 h). For the sample mediated by PAA,
as can be seen in Figure 8f, most of the nanoparticle
layer surface was covered with grown nanowires and
some of the flower-like structures can also be ob-
served (white circles in Figure 8f and Supporting
Information Figure S7). Well-defined FeOOH array
films composed of nanosheets or nanowires were
formed at the air�water interface after incubation
for 3 days (Figure 2 and Figure 3).
On the basis of the above results of time-dependent

experiments, a plausible growth mechanism of these
FeOOH array films was proposed (Figure 8g). Initially,
FeOOH nanoparticles stacked together forming
a thin layer whether with or without the control
of PAA. Subsequently, some isolated nanosheets
and flower-like structures grew from FeOOH nano-
particle layer substrates without and with PAA media-
tion, respectively. As reaction continued, the num-
ber, size, and density of nanounits increased. After

prolonging incubation time, well-defined FeOOH
array films composed of different nanounits can be
prepared.
Self-cleaning surfaces inspired by the lotus leaf have

attracted considerable attention and aroused much
interest for their great advantages in practical applica-
tions.59 There is a strong interaction between the
wettability and the microstructure of materials sur-
faces. Large contact angle (CA) and small sliding angle
(SA) can be realized on surfaces with homogeneous and
well-organized micro/nanostructures.60 The wettabilities
of FeOOH array films with different subtle shapes and
configurations in the present case were measured
by means of water CA after these films were treated
with polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS). The shapes of
water droplets on different FeOOH films were dis-
played in Figure 9. The CA value measured on the
surface of the film composed of nanosheets was 164�

Figure 8. SEM images of FeOOH nanostructure films with different incubation times: (a,d) 8 h; (b,e) 24 h; (c,f) 48 h. (a�c)
without PAA; (d�f) [PAA] = 0.6 g 3 L

�1; [FeSO4 3 7H2O] = 20 mM. (g) Schematic illustration of the formation process of FeOOH
array films.

Figure 9. Optical graphs of the water drops on FeOOH
films composed of different nanosized building blocks:
(a) nanosheets, (b) rice spikes, (c) branched fibers, (d)
wires.
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(Figure 9a), which endows the sample with superhy-
drophobicity. However, for the samples of rice spikes
and branched fibers, similar wettability was detected
with a CA value of 143� and 148�, respectively
(Figure 9b,c). The smallest CA value (134�) as shown
in Figure 8d can be measured on the sample surface
comprising nanowires, which maybe caused by vast
distances of the nanowire clusters (Figure 3a).61 The
results discussed above demonstrate that films with
strong hydrophobicity or even superhydrophobicity
can be prepared in large scale through a facile and
environmentally benign bio-inspired mineralization
strategy and portend their potential applications as
that of superhydrophobic surfaces.
A series of experiments have been performed by

varying initial pH and concentration of Cd2þ, which is
considered as a highly toxic pollutant in wastewater,
to investigate the adsorption capacities of FeOOH
minerals with different morphologies. The shapes of
the pH adsorption edges of Cd2þ presented in the left
panel in Figure 9 are in good agreement with previous
studies.30,62 The adsorption of Cd2þ on nanosheet and
nanowire γ-FeOOH started above pH 4 (Figure 10, left
panel a,c). However, this occurred with pH > 5 for a
branched fiber sample (Figure 10, left panel b), which
would be caused by the presence of R-FeOOH.63

The right panel in Figure 10 displays the adsorption
isotherms of Cd2þ on three FeOOH samples, fromwhich
the adsorption capacities for Cd2þ of each FeOOH
sample could be evaluated. The Langmuir adsorption
model, qe = qmbCe/(1 þ bCe), is used to calculate the
maximal adsorption capacity,64 where qe (mg 3 g

�1) and
Ce (mg 3 L

�1) represent the amount of adsorbed heavy
metal and the solute concentration at equilibrium; qm
(mg 3 g

�1) is the maximal adsorption capacity and b

(L 3mg�1) is the equilibrium constant. The maximal
adsorption capacities for Cd2þ of three FeOOHminerals
with different morphologies are 41.7 mg 3 g

�1 for nano-
sheets, 57.5mg 3 g

�1 forbranchedfibers, and77.2mg 3 g
�1

for nanowires, respectively. All the values aremuch higher
than those of other nanomaterials reported previously,

such as akaganeite nanocrystals (17.1 mg 3 g
�1),65 P-25

nanoparticles (20.1 mg 3 g
�1),66 and ETS-4 titanosilicate

(24.7 mg 3 g
�1).67

Heavy metal ion adsorption on metal oxides is
considered to be based on the combination of electro-
static attraction between charged oxides and ions, and
ion exchange in aqueous solution.42 In the present
case, the subtle structures, nanoscale particle sizes, and
relatively high BET surface areas (see Supporting In-
formation, Figure S8) are beneficial for ion adsorption,
exchange, diffusion, and thus the prominent adsorp-
tion performance. Besides, it is worth noting that the
maximal adsorption capacities in this work were mea-
sured without any pH adjustment, which are different
from those obtained at optimized pH values (usually
about 2) in previous reports. We thus believe that the
high adsorption capacities reported here are of higher
practical application values in water treatment.

CONCLUSIONS

In summary, various FeOOH nanostructure array
films have been synthesized at the air�water interface
through a facile, mild, and environment-friendly bio-
inspired gas�liquid diffusion method. PAA as a crystal
growth modifier can exert significant influence on the
morphologies and polymorphs of FeOOH mineral.
With the increase of PAA concentration, the shape of
the building blocks forming FeOOH films changed
from nanosheets, to rice spikes, then to branched
fibers, and finally to nanowires. What is more, the
phase change of FeOOH crystals from almost pure
R-FeOOH to mixtures of R-FeOOH and γ-FeOOH, and
finally to pure γ-FeOOH can also be nicely captured by
the choice of a suitable PAA concentration in precursor
solutions. The results suggested that the backbones
and branches in FeOOH samples corresponded to
γ-FeOOH and R-FeOOH, respectively. Different mor-
phologies of nanosized building blocks endowed the
FeOOH films with diverse wettability from hydro-
phobicity to superhydrophobicity (nanosheet sample
with CA of 164�). After being dispersed in water by

Figure 10. pHadsorption edges (left) and adsorption isotherms (right) of Cd2þusing sonicated FeOOHmineralswith different
morphologies: (a) nanosheets, (b) branched fibers, (c) wires.
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ultrasonic treatment, the FeOOH nanosized building
blocks exhibit excellent water treatment performance
with high adsorption capacities toward heavy metal

ions, such as 77.2 mg 3 g
�1 for γ-FeOOH nanowires,

which are vastly superior to many other nanomaterials
reported previously.65�67

MATERIALS AND METHOD
All chemical reagents are of analytical grade and used as

received without further purification.
Preparation of FeOOH Arrays. The preparation of FeOOH arrays

was carried out using a slow gas�liquid diffusion technique as
described elsewhere.19 In a typical synthesis, 40 mL of aqueous
solution of FeSO4 3 7H2O with different PAA concentrations was
poured into a glass beaker. Then three beakers were covered
with parafilm, which were punched with four needle holes, and
placed in a closed desiccator. Another three glass bottles filled
with 10 mL of diluted NH4OH solution (2.5 wt %) were also
covered with parafilm, punched with four needle holes, and
placed at the bottom of the desiccator. After a certain period of
incubation time at room temperature, a brownish thin film was
deposited at the air�water interface in each glass beaker. The
film was transferred onto a clean glass substrate and dried at
room temperature for further characterization.

Characterization. The final crystals were examined by X-ray
powder diffraction (XRD), scanning electron microscopy (SEM),
Fourier transform infrared (FT-IR), (high resolution) transmission
electron microscopy ((HR-)TEM), selected area electron diffrac-
tion (SAED), and water contact angle (CA). XRD analyses were
carried out on a Philips X'Pert PRO SUPER X-ray diffractometer
equipped with graphite monochromatized Cu KR radiation
(λ = 1.54056 Å) and the operation voltage and current were
maintained at 40 kV and 40 mA, respectively. SEM was per-
formed on a Zeiss SUPRA 40 field emission microscope. FT-IR
spectra were measured on a MAGNA-IR 750. TEM, HR-TEM,
and SAED were performed on a JEOL JSM-2010F transmission
electron microscope at 200 kV. CA measurement was carried
out on OCA 40 optical contact angle meter at ambient condi-
tions. Nitrogen adsorption was performed on an ASAP 2020
Accelerated Surface Area and Porosimetry (Micromeritics) at
77 K using Barrett�Emmett�Teller (BET) calculations for surface
area.

Removal of Heavy Metal Ion. Cd2þ was used as an example to
study the water treatment performance of FeOOH samples in
the present case. Different FeOOH films were sonicated for
40 min in water to form a homogeneous dispersion (1 g 3 L

�1).
The pH adsorption edge experiments with [Cd2þ] = 1 mM
covered a pH range of 2�10, which was adjusted using 0.1 M
HNO3 and 0.1MNaOH every 4 h. The ionic strength of the above
solution, I, was adjusted to 0.1 M with NaNO3. To obtain the
adsorption isotherms for calculation of maximal adsorption
capacity, various amounts of Cd(NO3)2 were added into FeOOH
dispersions forming a series of solutions with different [Cd2þ]
(10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 500, 1000, 1500 mg 3 L

�1) under stirring at
room temperature. After being stirred for 12 h, the solid and
liquid were separated by centrifugation and the concentration
of Cd2þ was measured by inductively coupled plasma atomic
emission spectroscopy (ICP-AES, Thermo Jarrell Ash, Atomscan
Advantage).
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